
































NUMBER X. 








By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





Tuurspay, March the 8th, 1753. 





H E great men, who introduced the 
reformation into thefe kingdoms, 
were fo fenfible of the neceffity of 
maintaining devotion in the minds 
of the vulgar by fome external ob- 
jects, by fomewhat of ceremony and 
form, that they refrained from intirely ripping off all 
ornament from the drapery of religion. When they 
were purging the calendar of legions of vifionary faints, 
they took due care to defend the niches of real martyrs 


from profanation, They preferved the holy feftivals, 
which 
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which had been confecrated for many ages to the great lu- 
minaries of the church, and at once paid proper obfervance 
to the memory of the good, and fell in with the popu- 
lar humour, which loves to rejoice and mourn at the dif- 
cretion of the almanack. 

In fo enlightened an age as the prefent, I fhall per- 
haps be ridiculed if I hint, as my opinion, that the ob- 
fervation of certain feftivals is fomething more than a 
mere political inftitution. I cannot, however, help think- 
ing that even nature itfelf concurs to confirm my fenti- 
ment. Philofophers and freethinkers tell us that a gene- 
ral fyftem was laid down at firft, and that no deviations 
have been made to accommodate it to any fubfequent 
events, or to favour and authorize any human inftitutions. 
When the reformation of the calendar was in agitation, 
to the great difguft of many worthy perfons who urged 
how great the harmony was in the old eftablifhment be- 
tween the holidays and their attributes (if I may call 
them fo), and what a confufion would follow if Michael- 
mas-day, for inftance, was not to be celebrated, when 
ftubble geefe are in their higheft perfection; it was replied, 
that fuch a propriety was merely imaginary, and would 
be loft of itfelf, even without any alteration of the calendar 
by authority : for if the errors in it were fuffered to go on, 
they would in a certain number of years produce fuch a 
variation, that we fhould be mourning for good king 
Charles on a falfe thirtieth of January, at a time of year 
when our anceftors ufed to be tumbling over head and 
heels in Greenwich park in honour of Whitfuntide ; and 
at length be choofing king and qucen for Twelfth-night, 
when we ought to be admiring the London prentice at 
Bartholomew fair. 

CoGeEnrT as thefe reafons may feem, yet I think I 


can 





a 
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canconfute them from the teftimony of aftanding miracle, 
which not having fubmitted to the fallible authority of 
an act of parliament, may well be faid to put a fuperna- 
tural negative on the wifdom of this world. My readers 
no doubt are already aware that I have in my eye the 
wonderful thorn of Glaftonbury, which though hitherto 
regarded as a trunk of popifh impofture, has notably 
exerted itfelf as the moft proteftant plant in the univerfe. 
It is well known that the correction of the calendar was 
enacted by Pope Gregory the thirteenth, and that the 
reformed churches have with a proper fpirit of oppofition 
adhered to the old calculation of the emperor Julius 
Cefar, who was by no means a papift. Near two years 
ago the popifh calendar was browght in (1 hope by per- 
fons well-affected!) certain’ it is that the Glaftonbury 
thorn has preferved its inflexibility, and obferved it’s 
old anniverfary. Many thoufand fpectators vifited it 
Not a bud was 
On the true nativity it was covered with 





on the parliamentary Chriftmas-day 
to be feen! 





bloffoms. One muft be an infidel indeed to {purn at fuch 
authority. Had I been confulted (and mathematical 
ftudies have not been the moft inconfiderable of my fpe- 
culations), inftead of turning the calendar topfy-turvy by 
fantaftic calculations, I fhould have propofed to regulate 
the year by the infallible Somerfetfhire thorn, and to 
have reckoned the months from Chriftmas-day, which 
fhould always have been kept as the Glaftonbury thorn 

fhould blow. | 
Many inconveniencies, to be fure, would follow from 
this fyftem, but as holy things ought to be the firft con- 
fideration of a religious nation, the inconveniencies fhould 
be overlooked. ‘The thorn can never blow but on the 
true Chriftmas-day ; and confequently the apprehenfion 
of 
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of the year’s becoming inverted by fticking to the 
Julian account can never hold. If the courfe of the 
fun varies, aftronomers may find out fome way to ad- 
juft that: but it is prepofterous, not to fay prefumptu- 
ous, to be celebrating Chriftmas-day, when the Glafton- 
bury thorn, which certainly muft know times and feafons 
better than an almanack-maker, declares it to be herefy. 

N o Rr is Chriftmas-day the only jubilee which will be 
morally difturbed by this innovation. ‘There is another 
anniverfary of no lefs celebrity among Englifhmen, equally 
marked by a marvellous concomitance of circumftances, 
and which I venture to prognofticate will not attend the 
erroneous calculation of the prefent fyftem. ‘The day I 
mean is the firft of April. The oldeft tradition affirms 
that fuch an infatuation attends the firft day of that 
month, as no forefight can efcape, no vigilance can de- 
feat. Deceit is fuccefsful on that day out of the mouths 
of babes and fucklings. Grave citizens have been bit 
upon it; ufurers have lent their money on bad fecu- 
rity; experienced matrons have married very difappoint- 
ing young fellows ; mathematicians have miffed the lon- 
gitude ; alchymifts the philofopher’s ftone ; and politici- 
ans preferment on that day. 

Wuar confufion will not follow, if the great body 
of the nation are difappointed of their peculiar holiday ! 
This country was formerly difturbed with very fatal 
quarrels about the celebration of Eafter ; and no wife 
man will tell me that it is not as reafonable to fall out 
for the obfervance of April-fool-day. Can any benefits 
arifing from a regulated calendar make amends for an 
occafion of new fects? How many warm men may re- 


fent an attempt to play them off on a falfe firft of April, 
who would have fubmitted to the cuftom of being made 
fools 
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fools on the old computation ? If our clergy come to be 
divided about Folly’s anniverfary, we may well expect 
all the mifchiefs attendant on religious wars; and we 
fhall have reafon to with that the Glaftonbury thorn 
would declare as remarkably in favour of the true April- 
fool-day, as it has in behalf of the genuine Chriftimas. 
THERE are many other inconveniencies, which I 
might lament very emphatically, but none of weight 
enough to be compared with thofe I have mentioned. I 
fhall only hint at a whole fyftem overturned by this revo- 
lution in the calendar, and no provifion, that I have heard 
of, made by the legiflature to remedy it. Yet in a nation 
which beftows fuch ample rewards on new-year and 
birth-day odes, it is aftonifhing that the late act of par- 
liament fhould have overlooked that ufeful branch of our 
poetry, which confifts in couplets, faws, and proverbs, 
peculiar to certain days and feafons. Why was not anew 
fet of diftichs provided by the late reformers? Or at leaft 
a claufe inferted in the act, enjoining the poet-laureat 
or fome beneficed genius to prepare and new-catt the efta- 
blifhed rhimes for public ufe ? Were our aftronomers fo 
ignorant as to think that the old proverbs would ferve 
for their new-fangled calendar? Could they imagine 


that St. Swithin would accommodate her rainy planet 


to the convenience of their calculations? Who that 
hears the following verfes, but muft grieve for the fhep- 
herd and hufbandman, who may have all their prog- 
noftics confounded, and be at a lofs to know beforehand 
the fate of their markets? Ancient fages fung 

If St. Paul be fair and clear, 

Then will betide a hoppy year, 

But if it either {now or rain, 

Then will be dear all kind of grain: 

And if the wind doth blow aloft, 

Then wars will vex the real full oft. 
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I wAve declared againft meddling with politics, and 
therefore fhall fay nothing of the important hints con- 
tained in the laft lines: yet if certain ill-boding appear- 
ances abroad fhould have an ugly end, I cannot help fay- 
ing that I fhall afcribe their evil tendency to our having 
been lulled afleep by refting our faith on the calm wea- 
ther on the pretended converfion of St. Paul ; whereas 
it was very bluftering on that feftival, according to the 
good old account, as I honeftly, though vainly, endea- 
voured to convince a great minifter of ftate, whom I do 
not think proper to mention. 

Bur to return to April-fool-day: I muft beg my 
readers and admirers to be very particular in their ob- 
fervations on that holiday, both according to the new 
and old reckoning. And I beg that they wiii tranfmit 
to me or my fecretary Mr. Dodfley, a faithful and at- 
tefted account of the hap that betides them or their ac- 
quaintance on each of thofe days ; how often and in what 
manner they make or are made fools ; how they mifcarry 
in attempts to furprize, or baffle any {nares laid for them. 
I do not doubt but it will be found that the ballance of 
folly lies greatly on the fide of the old firft ofApril; nay, I 
much queftion whether infatuation will have any force on 
what I call the falfe April-fool-day. I fhould take it very 
kind, if any of my friends who may happen to be fharpers, 
would try their fuccefs on the fictitious feftival ; and if 
they make fewer dupes than ordinary, I flatter myfelf 
that they will unite their endeavours with mine in 
decrying and exploding a reformation, which only tends 
to difcountenance good old practices and venerable {u- 


perftitions. 
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